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CM Mehbooba Mufti, on
Friday said that she was

ready to die and go to hell a
100 times in order to save

the people living in Kashmir
also known as ‘Heaven on

Earth’. “For saving millions of
people, if I one Mehbooba

Mufti has to go to hell, I will
even if I have to go there 100
times. Yes, I will go,” she said

evoking applause by ruling
PDP-BJP combine members

in the State Assembly, cur-
rently in its budget session in

winter capital Jammu. The
Chief Minister was reacting to
a remark from her predeces-
sor and opposition National

Conference leader, Omar
Abdullah, who while speak-
ing in the House earlier had

invoked the Greek myth
about Eros and Psyche to

explain the power and money
that the BJP government at
the Centre given to PDP but
taking over the party’s soul.
Abdullah had suggested to
Mufti to go in for tapasya.  

Please
support us to

end the
betrayal
regime.

Election to the 
State may 
be called 
any time.

— TTV Dhinakaran
AIADMK leader

Praveen Togadia seeks
details of his aide’s “ques-
tioning” by the police
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A five Judge Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court

will examine whether
Jallikattu can get constitu-

tional protection as a ‘tradi-
tional and cultural funda-

mental right’ under Article
29 (1). A Bench of Chief
Justice Dipak Misra and

Justice Rohinton Nariman
referred a batch of petitions
filed by the Animal Welfare

Board, the Federation of
Indian Animal Protection

Organisations (FIAPO) and
Compassion Unlimited Plus

Action challenging the validi-
ty of the law passed by Tamil

nadu to allow Jallikattu in
the State. The State had

argued that by amending the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act to remove

Jallikattu from the ambit of
PC Act. the State had not

sanctified “cruelty”. 

LLuucckknnooww::  The Bajrang Dal has
drawn up a massive expan-

sion plan will be enlisting 25
lakh workers in the organisa-

tion by the end of this year.
Of these four lakh activists
are to be enrolled in Avadh

Prant alone. The decision of
the Bajrang Dal to enroll new

members is apparently
designed to make the Ram

temple movement more ener-
getic and robust. According

to sources, a decision to this
effect was taken at a meeting

of Hindu outfits in 
Ayodhya last month. It was

said that the court verdict on
Ram temple was likely to be
known by the end of the this

year and a large number of
youth power would be

required to carry 
forward the temple 

movement. 

LLuucckknnooww::  In a shocking inci-
dent, two cousin sisters, aged

20 and 22, was found mur-
dered and burnt in two sepa-

rate rooms of their house in
Bahpur village in Bulandshahr
on Thursday night. The family

had gone to Delhi for shop-
ping for a wedding that was

to be held later this month
and when they returned, they
saw smoke coming out of the

house. The police was
informed and when they

went in to the house, they
found the burnt bodies of
both the girls. The bodies

were found without any
clothes that indicates that
they were raped and then

killed. A wire was found
around the neck of one of

the sisters. —they were possi-
bility strangulated to death

before being set on fire.

Sisters found 
murdered in UP

■ Maldivian top court had ordered all political prisoners there to be let off

MANOJ  ANAND
GUWAHATI, FEB. 2: 

With Eastern Nagaland
Peoples’ Organisation
(ENPO), Angami Public
Organisation (APO) and
Lotha Hoho deciding to
go against boycotting the
ensuing Assembly polls,
the initiative of Joint
Christian Forum of
Nagaland to defer elec-
tions has started fizzling
out.

The ENPO, which has
refused to follow the dic-
tate of the Core
Committee of Nagaland
Tribal Hohos and Civil
Organisations (CCNTH-
CO) for boycotting the
elections, constitutes six
tribes Konyak, Chang,
Sangtam, Yinchunger,
Kiamngan and Phom.

The ruling alliance,
comprising the Naga
Peoples Front and BJP,
have decided to contest
the assembly election, in
a reversal of its earlier
declaration to boycott the
polls in response to a call
given by an umbrella
group of tribal bodies
and civil organisations,
which wants solution to
the 20-year-old Naga
peace process before the
poll process.

A day after eight major
tribal groups withdrew
their support from the
poll boycott call, the
newly formed Nationalist
Democratic Progressive
Party (NDPP) has also
announced that if others
step into the election
process, it would also fol-

low suit. “We are likely to
contest in about 40 seats,”
NDPP working president
Alemtemshi Jamir said.

The ruling NPF has
decided field candidates
on 58 seats. Informing
that BJP has requested
them to leave the two
seats of Northern
Angami 2 and Tizit, the
NPF spokesperson said
that BJP state president
Visasolie Lhoungu will be
contesting from Northern
Angami 2, while sitting
BJP legislator P Paiwang
Konyak will contest from
Tizit.

However, co-convener of
BJP Election
Management Committee
and MLA Mmhonlumo
Kikon told this newspa-
per that they have started
discussion on seat shar-
ing with their alliance

Nagaland poll
boycott protest
loses steam

Bajrang Dal to enroll
25 lakh members

MUFTI READY
TO DIE TO SAVE

KASHMIRIS

Jallikattu as ‘right’
to be examined

J.  VENKATESAN
NEW DELHI, FEB. 2

Senior advocate
Dushyant Dave made a
fervent plea in the
Supreme Court on Friday
for a probe by a special
investigation team into
the death of H.B. Loya,
for CBI judicial officer
under mysterious cir-
cumstances on December
1, 2014 in Nagpur.

Appearing for the
Bombay high courts advo-
cates association, Mr.
Dave told a three judge
Bench of chief Justice
Dipak Misra and Justices
A.M. Kanwilkar and D.Y.
Chandrachud that such
an independent probe
was necessary in view of
bundle of contradictions
in the report of the
Commissioner of
Intelligence, Mahara-

shtra. He said the death of
Loya was a serious mat-
ter and unless a thorough
probe was conducted the
entire truth would not
come out.

He criticised the
Maharashtra government
for resisting and oppos-
ing SIT probe. Mr Mukul
Rohatgi for Maharashtra
along with Harish Salve
informed the bench that
after the publication of
various media reports, a
discreet inquiry was
instituted to examine the
circumstances in which
Loya had died in
December 2014. Mr.
Rohatgi said according to
the report, four judicial
officers who accompa-
nied Loya to the hospital
after he complained of
chest pain have denied
any foul play in their
statements. 

Plea in SC to order
SIT on Loya death
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NEW DELHI, FEB. 2

With a pro-China Left gov-
ernment set to take over
power after a landslide
electoral victory in 

Nepal, India is pulling
out all stops to ensure that
it retains its influence in
its Himalayan neighbour.
Visiting External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj
“conveyed to all political
leaders of Nepal that the
Government of India is
looking forward to work-
ing with the democratical-
ly elected Government to
take forward bilateral ties
to newer heights for mutu-
al benefit, and to support
the Government of Nepal,
as per its priorities, in its
endeavours for rapid eco-
nomic growth and devel-

opment”. With China
already undertaking mas-
sive economic assistance
to Nepal, India, in its
budget on Thursday, had
steeply hiked aid to Nepal
to `650 crore for 2018-19,
up from just `375 crore in
the revised estimates for
2017-18. Ms. Swaraj also
met the victorious chair-
man of CPN-UML Mr. K.P.
Sharma Oli who is expect-
ed to take over as the next
prime minister and who is
known to openly take a
pro-China stand 
on various 
issues. 

Ms Swaraj is the first
high-level visitor from
India after the successful
holding of Parliamentary
and first ever Provincial
Assembly elections in
Nepal in November-

December 2017. During
her visit to Nepal, Ms
Swaraj called on
President of Nepal Bidya
Devi Bhandari and Prime
Minister of Nepal Sher
Bahadur Deuba. She also
held meetings with Mr
K.P. Sharma Oli, chair-
man of CPN-UML, Mr.
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’, chairman of
CPN-MC, Mr Upendra
Yadav, president of SSF-N
and Mahanta Thakur,
coordinator of the
Presidium.

Ms Swaraj congratulat-
ed the Government 
and people of Nepal for
the successful conduct of
three-tier elections in
Nepal, which is an impor-
tant milestone in the 
democratic transition of
Nepal. 

Sushma visits Nepal as
Left gets set to take over

NAYEAR  AZAD
PATNA, FEB. 2

Jharkhand High Court
on Friday deferred hear-
ing on Lalu Yadav’s bail
plea for two weeks. 

The CBI court had con-
victed Lalu Yadav for
offences related to cheat-
ing and criminal con-
spiracy under different
sections of the IPC and
the Prevention of cor-
ruption act. 

Lalu Yadav who is serv-
ing a jail term for his
role in two fodder scam
cases had challenged CBI
court’s verdict in the
Jharkhand high court. 

His lawyer Anant
Kumar told this newspa-
per from Ranchi that “we
had applied for bail
which will come up for
hearing after two weeks
as the High Court wants

to see records of lower
court verdict”.

The CBI Court had sen-
tenced Lalu Yadav to
three and half years in
prison on January 6 this
year in a case related to
fraudulent withdrawal of
`89.27 Lakh from the
Deoghar treasury
between 1991 and 1994.

This was the second
conviction of RJD Chief
Lalu Yadav in the scam
that had surfaced for the

first time 21 years ago.
He was also found

guilty in the third case
related to fodder scam on
January 24 and sen-
tenced to prison for five
years pertaining to ille-
gal withdrawal of `33.61
crores from Chaibasa
treasury when he was
the Chief Minister of
Bihar in 1992 -93.

“Hearing related to his
bail in the Chaibasa
treasury case is also like-
ly in another one week
time”, Lawyer Anant
Kumar said. Political
observers are of the view
that Lalu’s trouble may
not end with bail in this
case as he facing trial in
three other fodder scam
cases. Hearing in two
cases has almost ended
and the court may pro-
nounce verdict within
few months.

HC defers hearing Lalu bail
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In a clear political mes-
sage to tiny maritime
neighbour the Maldives,
India on Friday said that
the Maldivian
Government must
“respect and abide” by
Thursday night’s order of
the Supreme Court of
Maldives on “release of all
political prisoners” there.
New Delhi said this should
be done in the “spirit of
democracy and rule of
law”. 

New Delhi also made it
clear that the safety of
Indian nationals in the
Maldives should be
ensured, adding that it
was monitoring the situa-
tion. According to various
news agency reports, the
Maldivian Supreme Court
has ordered the immediate

release of exiled former
president Mohamed
Nasheed and other opposi-
tion leaders, terming their
trials a violation of the
constitution and interna-
tional law. 

India has been unhappy
with increasing Chinese
influence in the Maldives
and previous crackdowns
on Opposition leaders by
the Maldivian
Government. New Delhi
has also been upset on the
way in which Maldives
recently signed a Free
Trade Agreement (FTA)
with China.

In its reaction, over the
“evolving situation in
Maldives after order of the
Supreme Court of
Maldives”, New Delhi
said, “We have seen last
night’s order of the
Supreme Court of
Maldives releasing all

political prisoners. In the
spirit of democracy and
rule of law, it is imperative
for all organs of the
Government of Maldives
to respect and abide by the
order of the apex court.
We also hope that the safe-
ty and security of the
Indian expatriates in

Maldives will be ensured
by the Maldivian authori-
ties under all circum-
stances. As a close and
friendly neighbour, India
wishes to see a stable,
peaceful and prosperous
Maldives. We are closely
monitoring the evolving
situation.”

According to some
reports, the apex court in
the Maldives has ordered
new trials, citing the
“questionable and politi-
cally motivated nature of
the trials of the political
leaders”. However, the
International spokesper-
son at the Maldivian
President’s office Ibrahim
Hussain Shihab was quot-
ed as saying in a state-
ment, “While the ruling
makes significant implica-
tions on various points of
constitutional import and
criminal justice proce-

dures, it was issued with-
out representation of the
State from either the
Attorney General or the
Prosecutor General.” 

News agencies have
reported that the Maldives
has seen political unrest
and street protests since
Nasheed was convicted in
2015 on terror charges and
sentenced to 13 years in
jail while Nasheed himself
was earlier granted asy-
lum by the UK after he was
authorised to seek medical
treatment there amid
mounting foreign pres-
sure. The Maldivian
leader, who is currently
reported to be in Sri
Lanka, welcomed the
court order and said
Maldivian President
Abdulla Yameen must
resign in the wake of the
ruling by the 
apex court.

India to Maldives: Abide by SC order

Politburo member Brinda Karat during an Assembly election campaign in the Tribal
Areas Autonomous districts near Agartala, Tripura on Friday. — AFP
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Lucknow, Feb 2

Even before the dust
could completely settle
over Bareilly district
magistrate R Vikkram
Singh’s Facebook posts,
another senior officer
has now embarrassed
the Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment.

This time it is DG
Home Guard Surya
Kumar Shukla who is
seen in a video clip
pledging to build the
Ram temple in Ayodhya.

A 1982 batch IPS offi-
cer, Mr Shukla is seen in
the video clip raising
slogans of ‘Jai Shree
Ram’ at an event with
other unidentified 
leaders.  

The video shows the
pledge being adminis-
tered by Azam Khan of
the Muslim Karsevak
Manch.

The IPS officer pledg-
ing to construct the Ram
temple is a serious mat-
ter since the temple
issue is still under the
consideration of the
Supreme Court and Mr
Shukla is a serving offi-
cer in the UP govern-
ment. Mr Shukla, mean-
while, clarified, “It was a
function organized by
the Muslim community
to build consensus on
the Ayodhya issue and I
participated in it. The
video has been tampered
with and shown out of
context without my
speech. What I said
there was in conformity
with the Supreme Court
directive which favours
out of court settlement”.

IPS officer
pledges to
build Ram
TempleYUSUF  JAMEEL

SRINAGAR, FEB. 2: 

Three Army jawans died
and another  was
injured when swept by
an avalanche in Macheal
sector along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Kupwara
district on Friday.

The police and Army
sources said that a for-
ward post of the Army’s
21 Rajput at Sona Pindi
Gali in Macheal sector
was hit by an avalanche
at around 4.30 pm. Four
soldiers were swept by
the avalanche and a res-
cue operation was quick-
ly started, the sources
said. However, one sol-
dier was found dead
beneath moulds of snow
by the rescuers whereas
two others succumbed
while being taken to the
Army’s 92-Base 
Hospital in Srinagar’s
Badami Bagh
Cantonment, the
sources said. The
deceased have been iden-
tified as Havaldar
Kamlesh Kumar, Naik
Balbeer and Sepoy
Rajinder. The condition
of the injured soldier
Sepoy Bipin is stated to
be stable.

The incident occurred
two days after the J&K
authorities had on the
basis of a report
received from the Snow
and Avalanche Study
Establishment (SASE)
issued a medium danger
avalanche warning of
level-3 for higher reach-
es of Baramulla district
and low danger warning
of level-2 in Kupwara,
Bandipore, Shopian and
Kargil districts of the
State. 

Three jawans
swept away
by avalanche

POLITICAL MESSAGE
●●  New Delhi also
made it clear that
the safety of Indian
nationals in the
Maldives should be
ensured
●●  India has been
unhappy with
increasing Chinese
influence in the
Maldives 

MODI TO ATTEND
INVESTORS MEET
IN GUWAHATI
AGE  CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI, FEB. 2

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
arrive here on Saturday
to inaugurate two-days
long Advantage Assam-
Global Investors Summit
2018, which is going to be
attended by over 2000
domestic, and interna-
tional industry leaders
and representatives.

Lalu Yadav

RABINDRA  NATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, FEB. 2

This “Gabbar Singh”,
unlike the character in
epic Sholay, is, hold your
breath, a garbage looter.

Citizens of Tikarpara,
a posh locality in Raipur
city of Chhattisgarh,
have discovered it to
their “relief ” and
amusement on Friday. A
Swachh Bharat cam-
paign saw emergence of
“Gabbar Singh” who

rode a horse along with
his “gang members” to
reach Tikarpara to
strike “terror” among
the locals who dared to
ignore the cleanliness
drive started by the
Raipur Municipal
Corporation (RMC).

“Kachra fekne par
kitne jurmana rakha hai
re (what penalty has
been announced to
throw garbage) ”, the
local ward member Ejaz
Tewar donning the char-
acter, was seen asking

his “accomplice Samba”
while mimicking the
famous dialogue of
Gabbar Singh in the
“evergreen” Bollywood
movie. Samba, played by
N.Mishra, promptly
replied “`5000, sarkar
(my lord)”. 

The street play 
reen-acting Sholay
scenes to spread the mes-
sage of cleanliness
among people under the
“Mere Swachh Raipur”
appeared to have
appealed to the locals.

THIS GABBAR THREATENS YOU TO KEEP AREA CLEAN

J.  VENKATESAN
NEW DELHI, FEB. 2

The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to enter-
tain a PIL for making laws
pertaining to rape, sexual
harassment, stalking,
voyeurism, outraging the
modesty etc gender-neu-
tral offence to punish both
man and woman. 

A three-judge Bench of
Chief Justice Dipak Misra
and Justices A.M.
Kanwilkar and D.Y.
Chandrachud dismissed
at the admission stage the
PIL filed by advocate
Rishi Malhotra.

SC denies 
plea on rape
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