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The VVIP chopper scam is
not the only setback for

Italian helicopter manufac-
turer AgustaWestland which

may now have to forego a `3
crore bank guarantee it had

deposited to bid for a tender
floated by the Indian Navy to
procure 56 naval utility heli-

copters. The Italian company
may have to forego the

amount as it has neither
deposited it in the court nor
given a bank guarantee of a
nationalised bank or banks

as directed by the high court.
The court had made it clear
that not complying with its

directions, would lead to rev-
ocation of the interim order

staying the government from
invoking the amount. The

amount of `3 crore was
deposited by the company

along with the pre-contract
integrity pact, which was one

of the conditions of the
request for technical and

commercial proposal (RFP)
issued to it by the govern-

ment. The integrity pact said
that if a successful bidder
violated the agreement, it

would entail forfeiture of the
bank guarantee. The Central

government standing counsel
had told the court that on
October 17, 2014, the bank

guarantee was invoked and
full payment of the amount
was demanded as the com-
pany had allegedly violated

the integrity pact.

HHiissaarr::  At least 15 labourers
were injured, seven of them
seriously, when a fire broke

out in an oil mill following an
explosion in an oil tank on

Hisar-Tohan road near here
on Sunday, the police said.

The explosion in the oil tank
took place following a leak-

age in the boiler, they said. It
took five hours for fire

brigade personnel from
Hisar, Tohana, Barwala and
Narwana to extinguish the

fire. The impact was so pow-
erful that the roof and walls
of the mill crumbled and it
soon turned into a heap of
debris. All the injured were

shifted to Hisar and were
admitted to different private

hospitals. — PTI 

HHyyddeerraabbaadd::  A cycle rally
“cyclathon” was organised

by Air India here on Sunday
as part of the “Vigilance

Awareness Week” to spread
awareness on ill-effects of

corruption. Around 80
cyclists took part in the rally,
which covered a distance of

22.5 km, a media release
issued here said. It started
from central raining estab-

lishment, Air India,
Hyderabad and ending at the
same location via Tank Bund,
it added. The cyclathon was
flagged off this morning by

Olympian hockey player
Mukesh Kumar. Air India, all

over its network is observing
Vigilance Awareness Week

from October 30. — PTI 

AGUSTA MAY
HAVE TO FOREGO
`̀3cr GUARANTEE

Rally to spread
awareness on graft

EErrooddee,,  TTNN::  Two antique
emerald lingams valued at

over `10 crore were seized in
the district on Sunday and

three persons arrested in this
connection, the police said.

Acting on a tip-off, a team of
idol wing police led by insp-

ector general Pon Manickavel
raided a private lodge here
and found three persons in

possession of two “mara-
gathalingam” idols estimated

to be over `10 crore, they
said. The idols are suspected

to have been stolen from a
temple in Namakkal district
five years ago, they added.

The trio was planning to sell
the idols to a person, the

police said, adding 
investigation is on. — PTI 

`10 crore lingams
seized in TN, 3 held

15 hurt in blast 
at Hisar oil mill

— Sushma Swaraj,
External affairs

minister

Defence minister Nirmala Sitharaman interacts with officers and jawans at Kibithu,
Arunachal Pradesh, on Sunday. — PTI

Engineers perform puja on Judda side of the world’s
tallest railway bridge in Reasi district, connecting
Bakal and Kauri areas to begin the last phase of work
of connecting the huge arch 1,178 ft above river
Chenab on under-construction Jammu-Srinagar railway
line which will connect Kashmir to Kanyakumari, in
Jammu on Sunday. — PTI

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv..  55:: Air
India is looking to raise
loans worth $535 million
to finance acquisition of
three Boeing planes,
including two aircraft that
will be used for ferrying
VVIPs, a senior airline
official said.

Late on Sunday evening,
an Air India spokesperson
confirmed the PTI report
that the two aircraft will
be used for VVIP travel.

However, the disinvest-
ment-bound carrier has
reduced the required loan
amount by around $20 mil-
lion in less than three
weeks after floating a ten-

der where it had sought
loan up to $555 million for
buying the three aircraft.

The delivery of three
B777-300 ER planes is
scheduled to be completed
in February next year,
with two expected to be
bought in January.

Issuing a revised tender,
the airline has solicited
interest from lenders for
loan worth up to $535 mil-
lion, for which two sepa-
rate term sheets would be
inked.

At current exchange
rates, the loan would be to
the tune of around `3,460
crore.

Out of three aircraft, two
are to be acquired in
January 2018 and those
would be for the use of
VVIPs, the official said.

After making required
modifications, the two
planes would join the fleet

that are generally used to
carry the President, vice-
president and PM, the offi-
cial added. As per the pur-
chase agreement with
Boeing, Air India is to buy
15 B777-300 ER aircraft
and it has already taken
delivery of 12 such planes.

The spokesperson said
that Air India had placed
an order with Boeing for
68 aircraft in 2005.

“These B777-300 ER air-
planes are the last of the
three aircraft to be deliv-
ered. They are being deliv-
ered on January 18 and
February 18 by Boeing.

— PTI 

AI seeks loan to buy VVIP jets

YUSUF  JAMEEL
SRINAGAR, NOV. 5

In a significant develop-
ment, Jammu and
Kashmir’s main opposi-
tion party National
Conference (NC) on
Sunday said that the
Centre’s appointing a new
interlocutor on the state
was an exercise in futility
and wastage of time.

The National Conference
president and three-time
chief minister Farooq
Abdullah said that he was
not any optimistic about
the Centre’s move and has
very little expectation
from its news interlocutor
on Kashmir. Instead, he
said, the government
should devise a “sound
Kashmir policy”.

“The appointment of
this interlocutor is noth-
ing new. I’ve very little
expectations from him.
Like it has been done
before, he will come and
meet people and eventual-
ly nothing will happen,”
he said. Abdullah who rep-
resents Srinagar con-
stituency in LoK Sabha
was addressing a rally in
Tangdhar area close the
Line of Control (LoC) in
Kupwara district.

Abdullah’s statement is
bound to leave an adverse
impact on the task
assigned to 1979 batch IPS
officer and former
Intelligence Bureau Chief
Dineshwar Sharma who
was appointed as the gov-
ernment’s representative
to hold talks with all

stakeholders in Jammu
and Kashmir on October
23. He is scheduled to
arrive in the State on
Monday on his maiden
visit as the Centre’s new
interlocutor.

Already an alliance of
separatists called “Joint
Resistance Leadership”
(JRL) has termed
Sharma’s appointment as
“nothing more than a tac-

tic to buy time” and
announced that it won’t
meet him.

The alliance which has
been calling shots in
Kashmir over a period of
time and has on it key sep-
aratist leaders Syed Ali
Shah Geelani, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq and
Muhammad Yasin Malik
on Sunday while reiterat-
ing it said that it won’t
become part of this “use-
less talks” process.

Geelani-led Hurriyat
Conference in a statement
issued here said, “The
Hurriyat Conference
rejects the facade of talks
initiated to kill time. We
reiterate that no forum or
party from Hurriyat camp
will become part of the
process.” 

AGE  CORRESPONDENT
PATNA, NOV. 5 

Twelve people, includ-
ing children and women,
drowned in two separate
incidents in Bihar on
Sunday. So far, nine bod-
ies have been fished out
during a search opera-
tion near Raghopur area
of Vaishali district.
They had gathered for a
picnic on the banks of
Ganga.

In another incident, a
boat carrying 12 persons
capsized in Baghmati
river in Samastipur dis-
trict of the state.  

Five persons have been
rescued so far while
three dead bodies were
found during the search
operation. Bihar chief
minister Nitish Kumar
announced an ex-gratia
of `4 lakh each for the
families of deceased.

12 drown in
2 separate 
incidents

AGE  CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, NOV. 5

Chennai-based cartoonist
G. Balakrishnan (36), alias
Bala, was on Sunday
arrested by the
Tirunelveli police for a
cartoon critiquing the
state government over the
death of a family, who self
immolated at the
Tirunelveli collector’s
office on October 23 alleg-
ing inaction by authori-
ties over their usury com-
plaint. All four of the fam-
ily, including two chil-
dren, died in the incident.

The cartoon in con-
tention depicts the Nellai
collector, chief minister
and the superintendent of
police naked and covering

their private parts with
wads of cash while clos-
ing their eyes to a child
burning in front of them.

The cartoon was posted
on his facebook page, a
day after the tragedy
which shook the con-
science of the state.
Tirunelveli district collec-
tor Sandeep Nanduri filed
a complaint with the dis-

trict crime branch
towards the end of
October. A FIR was regis-
tered on November 1 by
the Tirunelveli police who
reached the city on
Sunday to arrest Bala. 

Several plainclothes pol-
icemen barged into Bala’s
residence in Peripanch-
ery, Chennai, and secured
him even as his family
members confronted and
questioned their identity.
Police also secured hard
drives from his computer.

According to Tirunelveli
police, Bala was booked
under Sections 501 (print-
ing or engraving matter
known to be defamatory)
of the IPC and Section 67
of the Information
Technology Act.

Cartoonist held over TN
CM caricature on usury

‘Futile exercise’, says Farooq
ahead of interlocutor’s visit

UUjjjjaaiinn  ((MMPP)),,  NNoovv..  55:: At
the annual donkey fair
held in this temple
town in Madhya
Pradesh, a pair of don-
keys named after dis-
graced sect leader
Baba Gurmeet Ram
Rahim Singh and his
close aide Honeypreet
was sold for `11,000.

According to organis-
ers, sellers usually give
“fancy” names to sell
donkeys although their
breed and physical fea-
tures count a lot in cut-
ting a deal.

Some traders had
named their donkeys
after GST, Sultan,
Bahubali and Jio.

The pair of donkeys
with names of Singh —
convicted in two cases
of rape, and his adopt-
ed daughter
Honeypreet Insan,
booked for inciting vio-
lence after his arrest —
written on them was
purchased by a
Rajasthan-based trader
on Saturday, the last
day of the five-day-long
fair.

The seller, Hariom
Prajapat, who had
brought the pair of
donkeys from Gujarat,

on Sunday said he
wanted to close the
deal for `20,000, but
eventually settled at
the lower price.

“I couldn’t find the
buyer who was ready
to pay `20,000 for the
donkeys. Finally, I had
to sell them at `11,000,”
he said.

When asked why he
chose to name the don-
keys after the jailed
Dera Sachha Sauda
chief and Honeypreet
Insan, Prajapat said he
wanted to send out a
message that the duo
had to pay for their
acts. In the annual fair,
held near the banks of
Kshipra river, the
beasts were brought
for sell from the states
like Mahara-shtra,
Rajasthan, and Guj-
arat besides from
Madhya Pradesh.

Organisers of the
event said around 2,000
donkeys were brought
for sale this year.

The Ujjain Municipal
Corporation (UMC)
provided various facili-
ties at the event. — PTI 

■ Seeks $535m loan ■ 2 Boeing aircrafts to be used for ferrying VVIPs

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv..  55:: King
Philippe and Queen
Mathilde of Belgium
arrived here on Sunday
night on a seven-day
visit to India with an
aim at boosting overall
cooperation and ramp-
ing up trade and invest-
ment ties.

The royal couple was
received at the airport
by Union urban develop-
ment minister Hardeep
Singh Puri, according to
an official of the
Belgian Embassy.

According to official
data, in 2016-17, bilateral
trade amounted to USD
13.28 billion of which
exports from India to
Belgium accounted for
$5.65 billion while
imports from Belgium
accounted for $6.62 bil-
lion.

The royal couple will
travel to Agra on
Monday to visit the
iconic Taj Mahal.

According to the offi-

cial schedule, the King
will meet President Ram
Nath Kovind and hold
talks with Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday. On
Wednesday, he will
attend an India-Belgium
business 

forum meeting.
The King is accompa-

nied by a business dele-
gation of nearly 90 peo-
ple comprising CEOs of
Belgian companies.

On Thursday, he will
leave for Mumbai on a
two-day visit where he
will attend a rountable
of businessmen of the
diamond industry and
pay a visit to the memo-
rial of the victims of the
2008 

terrorist attack. He
will also attend a confer-
ence which will focus 

on solutions for smart
cities.

The royal couple will
leave for Belgium on
Saturday. — PTI

Belgian royal
couple arrives
on 7-day visit

Farooq Abdullah

INSIDE INDIA

AGE  CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR, NOV. 5

Authorities of the East
Coast Railway have sus-
pended the cleaning
supervisor of Konark
Express after Odisha high
court judge Biswanath
Rath disembarked the
train over foul smell of a
dead rodent inside his
compartment on
November 3.

A disciplinary action
against the supervisor has
been initiated with serv-
ing of a chargesheet by
the authorities of Khurda
Road division.

Earlier, the HC judge had
got down from the train at
Berhampur station after
facing severe inconven-
ience due to the pungent
smell inside the A1 coach.

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  NNoovv..  55:: The
Rachakonda police here
has ordered an inquiry
after a video, purport-
edly of an inspector
getting a “massage”
from a homeguard went
viral.

After the video was
aired on the local TV
channels, Rachakonda
police commissioner
Mahesh M. Bhagwat on

Saturday attached
Saroor Nagar police
station inspector S.
Lingaiah to the com-
missionerate and
ordered an inquiry by
deputy commissioner
of police (admin)
Prakash Reddy into the
matter.

Though the faces in
the blurry video are not
clear, the TV reports

claimed that Mr
Lingaiah (sitting on a
chair) was being mas-
saged by a homeguard
in uniform at his
house. However, the
inspector has denied
the charges, saying he
is not the man seen in
the video, which he
termed as fake.

The video appears to
have been shot by a
constable and a further
probe into the matter is
underway, the police
said. — PTI 

VIDEO OF COP GETTING ‘MASSAGE’
FROM HOMEGUARD GOES VIRAL

AKSHAYA  KUMAR
SAHOO
BHUBANESWAR, NOV. 5

Suspected of practising
witchcraft, five women
were tied to a tree and
beaten up by a furious
mob in Madhupur vil-
lage in Odisha’s
Mayurbhanj district.

The incident, which
took place on October
22, came to the fore on

Sunday after its video
footage went viral.

According to sources,
some villagers in
Madhupur died one
after another due to
unnatural reasons fol-
lowing which a meeting
was held to discuss the
probable reasons.

The meeting suspect-
ed the involvement of
one person of the vil-
lage behind the deaths.

On suspicion, they
thrashed him till he
revealed the name of
five women allegedly
practising witchcraft
leading to the deaths.

Annoyed, a few vil-
lagers dragged the five
suspected women out of
their house, tied them
to a tree and beat them
up severely until the
police came and res-
cued them.

5 WOMEN BEATEN ON SUSPICION OF WITCHCRAFT PRACTICE

DEAD RODENT ON
TRAIN: CLEANING
STAFF SUSPENDED

SPOTLIGHT

◗◗ Issuing a revised
tender, the airline
has solicited inter-
est from lenders 
for loan worth up 
to $535m, for 
which two separate
term sheets would
be inked

◗◗ The cartoon dep-
icts Nellai collector,
CM and SP naked
and covering their
private parts with
wads of cash while
closing their eyes
to a child burning 
in front of them

‘Ram Rahim &
Honeypreet’ sold
at `11,000 at fair
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